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Accessibility Standards Canada: About us 
Accessibility Standards Canada, under whose auspices this standard has been produced, is a Government of Canada departmental corporation mandated through the Accessible Canada Act. Accessibility Standards Canada’s Standards contribute to the purpose of the Accessible Canada Act, which is to benefit all persons, especially persons with disabilities, through the realization of a Canada without barriers through the identification, removal, and prevention of accessibility barriers.  
Disability, as defined by the Accessible Canada Act, means any impairment, including a physical, mental, intellectual, cognitive, learning, communication or sensory impairment — or a functional limitation — whether permanent, temporary, or episodic in nature, or evident or not, that, in interaction with a barrier, hinders a person’s full and equal participation in society. 
All of Accessibility Standards Canada’s standards development work, including the work of our technical committees, is carried out in recognition of, and in accordance with, the following principles in the Accessible Canada Act: 
all persons must be treated with dignity regardless of their disabilities;
all persons must have the same opportunity to make for themselves the lives that they are able and wish to have regardless of their disabilities;
all persons must have barrier-free access to full and equal participation in society, regardless of their disabilities;
all persons must have meaningful options and be free to make their own choices, with support if they desire, regardless of their disabilities;
laws, policies, programs, services, and structures must take into account the disabilities of persons, the different ways that persons interact with their environments and the multiple and intersecting forms of marginalization and discrimination faced by persons;
persons with disabilities must be involved in the development and design of laws, policies, programs, services, and structures; and
the development and revision of accessibility standards and the making of regulations must be done with the objective of achieving the highest level of accessibility for persons with disabilities.
These principles align with the principles of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ratified by the Government of Canada in 2010 to recognize the importance of promoting, protecting, and upholding the human rights of persons with disabilities to participate fully in their communities. Standards developed by Accessibility Standards Canada align with Articles in the Convention.
Accessibility Standards Canada seeks to create standards that are aligned with its vision. This includes commitments to break down barriers to accessibility and abide by the principle of “nothing without us” in our standards development process, where everyone, including persons with disabilities, can expect a Canada without barriers.
As part of the “nothing without us” principle, Accessibility Standards Canada promotes that accessibility is good for everyone, as it can have society wide benefits. As a result, Standards developed by Accessibility Standards Canada are designed to achieve the highest levels of accessibility. This means that Accessibility Standards Canada standards create equity-based technical requirements while taking into consideration national and international best practices, as opposed to focusing on minimum technical requirements. 
This approach is meant to push innovation in standards and develop technical requirements that have broad positive impacts. This approach to innovation strives to improve the outcomes for all Canadians, including creating employment opportunities and solutions that contribute to Canada's economic growth. 
The standards development process used by Accessibility Standards Canada is the most accessible in Canada, if not the world. Accessibility Standards Canada provides accommodations to meet the needs of Technical Committee members with disabilities. Accessibility Standards Canada provides compensation for people with disabilities to encourage their active participation. Accessibility Standards Canada ensures an accessible public review process, including accessible permission forms and multiple formats of the standard, to encourage Canadians with disabilities to comment. To facilitate an accessible experience for all, our standards are available for free on our website. This includes providing standards in multiple formats, including plain-language, American Sign language (ASL) and langue des signes québécoise (LSQ) summaries. This allows the following groups to benefit from the technical content of our standards:
people with disabilities;
people without disabilities; 
the federal public sector; 
private sector;
non-government organizations; 
indigenous communities; and
society.
Accessibility Standards Canada applies an intersectional framework to capture the experiences of people with disabilities who also identify as 2SLGBTQI+, Indigenous Peoples, women, and visible minorities. Its standards development process requires that technical committees apply a cross-disability perspective to ensure that no new barriers to accessibility are unintentionally created. In addition, standards developed by Accessibility Standards Canada align with United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, which were adopted by Canada in 2015 to promote partnership, peace and prosperity for all people and the planet by 2030. 
Accessibility Standards Canada is engaged in the production of voluntary accessibility standards, which are developed by technical committees using a consensus-based approach. Each technical committee is composed of a balanced group of experts who develop the technical content of a standard. At least 30% of these technical experts are people with disabilities and lived experience and 30% are from equity seeking groups including 2SLGBTQI+, indigenous peoples, women and visible minorities. These technical experts also include consumers and other users, government and authorities, labour and unions, other standards development organizations, businesses and industry, academic and research bodies, and non-governmental organizations. 
All Accessibility Standards Canada standards also incorporate related findings from research reports conducted through Accessibility Standards Canada’s Advancing Accessibility Grants and Contributions program. This program involves persons with disabilities, experts, and organizations to advance accessibility standards research and supports research projects that help with the identification, removal, and prevention of new barriers to accessibility.


Accessibility Standards Canada standards are subject to review and revision to ensure that they reflect current trends and best practices. Accessibility Standards Canada will initiate the review of this standard within four years of the date of publication. Suggestions for improvement, which are always welcome, should be brought to the notice of the respective technical committee. Changes to standards are issued either as separate amendments or in new editions of the standards.
As a Standards Council of Canada Accredited Standards Development Organization, all Accessibility Standards Canada standards are developed through an accredited standards development process and follow Standard Council of Canada’s Requirements and Guidance for Standards Development Organizations. These voluntary standards apply to federally regulated entities and can be recommended to the Minister responsible for the Accessible Canada Act. 
In addition to its focus on developing accessibility standards, Accessibility Standards Canada has been a leader amongst Canadian federal organizations for promoting and adopting accessibility internal to government. Accessibility Standards Canada is the first organization in the federal government to have a Board of Directors majority-led by persons with disabilities. Accessibility Standards Canada has a state-of-the-art accessible office space for its employees, Board of Directors, and Technical Committee Members. The carefully designed accessible workspace aligns with the organization’s belief in the importance of equitable design. 


To obtain additional information on Accessibility Standards Canada, its standards or publications, please contact: 
Web site: 	https://accessible.canada.ca/
E-mail: 	ASC.Standards-Normes.ASC@asc-nac.gc.ca 
Mail: 	Accessibility Standards Canada
320, Saint Joseph Boulevard
Suite 246
Gatineau, QC J8Y 3Y8
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ASC legal notice
Note: This draft standard is under development and subject to change. It should not be used for reference purposes.
Please read this Accessibility Standards Canada (ASC) legal notice before using this draft standard.
Legal notice for standards
The Canadian Accessibility Standards Development Organization (operating as “Accessibility Standards Canada”) standards are developed through a consensus-based standards development process approved by the Standards Council of Canada. This process brings together volunteers representing varied viewpoints and interests to achieve consensus and develop standards.
Although Accessibility Standards Canada administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in achieving consensus, it does not independently test, evaluate, or verify the content of the standards. During this process, Accessibility Standards Canada makes the draft standard available for comment, review, and approval.
Understanding this edition of the draft standard
Revisions may have been or may eventually be developed in relation to this edition of the draft standard. It is the responsibility of the users of this document to verify if any revisions exist.
Disclaimer and exclusion of liability
This is a draft document for the purpose of comment, review, and approval only. This document is provided without any representations, warranties, or conditions of any kind, expressed or implied, including, without limitation, implied warranties or conditions concerning this document's fitness for a particular purpose or use, its merchantability, or its non-infringement of any third party's intellectual property rights. Accessibility Standards Canada does not warrant the accuracy, completeness, or currency of any of the information published in this document. Accessibility Standards Canada makes no representations or warranties regarding this document's compliance with any applicable statute, rule, regulation or combination thereof. Users of this document should consult applicable federal, provincial, and municipal laws and regulations. Accessibility Standards Canada does not, by the publication of its standards documents intend to urge action that is not in compliance with applicable laws, and this document may not be construed as doing so.
In no event shall accessibility standards Canada, its contractors, agents, employees, directors, or officers, or his majesty the king in right of Canada, his employees, contractors, agents, directors, or officers be liable for any direct, indirect, or incidental damages, injury, loss, costs, or expenses, however caused, including but not limited to special or consequential damages, lost revenue, business interruption, lost or damaged data, or any other commercial or economic loss, whether based in contract, tort (including negligence), or any other theory of liability, arising out of or resulting from access to or possession or use of this document, even if accessibility standards Canada or any of them have been advised of the possibility of such damages, injury, loss, costs, or expenses.
In publishing and making this document available, Accessibility Standards Canada is not undertaking to render professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity or to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to another person or entity. The information in this document is directed to those who have the appropriate degree of knowledge and experience to use and apply its contents, and Accessibility Standards Canada accepts no responsibility whatsoever arising in any way from any and all use of or reliance on the information contained in this document.
Accessibility Standards Canada publishes voluntary standards and related documents. Accessibility Standards Canada has no power, nor does it undertake, to enforce conformance with the contents of the standards or other documents published by Accessibility Standards Canada.
Intellectual property and ownership
As between Accessibility Standards Canada and users of this document (whether it be printed, electronic, or alternate form), Accessibility Standards Canada is the owner, or the authorized licensee, of all copyright and moral rights contained herein. Additionally, Accessibility Standards Canada is the owner of its official mark. Without limitation, the unauthorized use, modification, copying, or disclosure of this document may violate laws that protect Accessibility Standards Canada and/or others' intellectual property and may give rise to a right in Accessibility Standards Canada and/or others to seek legal redress for such use, modification, copying, or disclosure. To the extent permitted by licence or by law, Accessibility Standards Canada reserves all intellectual property and other rights in this document.
Patent rights
Some elements of this standard may be the subject of patent rights or pending patent applications. Accessibility Standards Canada shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Users of this standard are expressly informed that determination of the existence and/or validity of any such patent rights is entirely their own responsibility.
Licence to comments
In this legal notice, a “comment” refers to all written or orally provided information, including all suggestions, that a user provides to Accessibility Standards Canada in relation to a standard and/or a draft standard. By providing a comment to Accessibility Standards Canada in relation to a standard and/or draft standard, the commenter grants to Accessibility Standards Canada and the Government of Canada a non-exclusive, royalty-free, perpetual, worldwide, and irrevocable licence to use, translate, reproduce, disclose, distribute, publish, modify, authorize to reproduce, communicate to the public by telecommunication, record, perform, or sublicense the comment, in whole or in part and in any form or medium, for revising the standard and/or draft standard, and/or for non-commercial purposes. By providing the comment, the commenter being the sole owner of the copyright or having the authority to license the copyright on behalf of their employer, confirms their ability to confer the licence and the commenter waives all associated moral rights, including, without limitation, all rights of attribution in respect of the comment. Where the provider of the comment is not the comment's author, the provider confirms that a waiver of moral rights by the author has been made in favour of the provider or the comment's copyright owner. At the time of providing a comment, the commenter must declare and provide a citation for any and all intellectual property within the comment that is owned by a third party.
Authorized uses of this document
This document, in all formats including alternate formats, is being provided by Accessibility Standards Canada for informational, educational, and non-commercial use only. The users of this document are authorized to do only the following:
Load this document onto a computer for the sole purpose of reviewing it.
Search and browse this document.
Print this document if it is in electronic format.
Users shall not and shall not permit others to:
Alter this document in any way or remove this legal notice from the attached standard.
Sell this document without authorization from Accessibility Standards Canada.
Use this document to mislead any users of a product, process, or service addressed by this standard.
If you do not agree with any of the terms and conditions contained in this legal notice, you must not load or use this document or make any copies of the contents hereof. Use of this document constitutes your acceptance of the terms and conditions of this legal notice.
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[bookmark: _Toc223444393]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc223444394]Importance of accessibility in childcare centres
Accessibility in childcare centres is essential to ensure that every child, regardless of ability, can learn, grow and thrive in an inclusive environment. An accessible childcare centre extends beyond physical structures; it embodies a philosophy of equity, respect, and belonging for all children, their families, and staff. It enables parents, guardians and employees with disabilities to participate in the childcare centre whether by accessing services or contributing as staff. 
Children with disabilities often face barriers to early learning opportunities, which can hinder their cognitive, emotional, and social development. Prioritizing accessibility removes these barriers and creates spaces where all children can interact, play, and learn together. 
Inclusive environments foster empathy and understanding. It benefits children with disabilities and also their peers, who learn to value diversity and build inclusive relationships from an early age. It also broadens employment opportunities for individuals with disabilities in the childcare sector. 
In Canada, many parents and guardians face challenges in finding childcare that meets their child’s accessibility needs. Accessible childcare centres provide opportunities for families to engage in their child’s daily experiences, strengthening bonds and supporting a sense of community. 
Accessibility also benefits staff by enabling equitable care delivery. Features such as wide doorways, accessible bathrooms, sensory-friendly spaces, ramps and adaptive equipment reduce barriers and allow caregivers to focus on caregiving, rather than navigating inaccessible environments. 
Investing in accessibility in childcare centres aligns with broader societal goals of inclusion and equity. It reflects a commitment to the rights of all individuals and demonstrates a forward-looking approach to community development. By creating accessible environments today, childcare centres contribute to a more inclusive society where every child has an equal foundation to reach their full potential.
[bookmark: _Toc223444395]Overview of accessible design in childcare centres
Accessible design in childcare centres creates welcoming and inclusive environments for children, families, and staff. It promotes equity, independence, and a sense of belonging for everyone involved.
At its core, accessible design addresses physical barriers by creating spaces that are navigable and usable by individuals with diverse needs. Elements such as ramps, wide doorways, appropriately scaled furniture, step-free entrances, and accessible pathways support safe and comfortable movement throughout the facility. Inclusive play areas with adaptive equipment and accessible play structures enable participation in both learning and recreation.
Sensory accessibility is equally important. Many children with autism or sensory processing differences, benefit from environments that reduce overstimulation. Design features such as quiet rooms, adjustable lighting, sensory-friendly tactile surfaces, sound-absorbing materials, and sensory-friendly spaces help create supportive spaces for regulation and focus.
Accessible design also supports communication and wayfinding. Clear signage, simple visuals, universally recognizable symbols as recommended in CSA/ASC B651:23 - Accessible Design for the Built Environment and predictable layouts aid navigation for individuals with visual or cognitive disabilities. Assistive technologies, such as visual communication boards or hearing assistance systems, further enhance participation and inclusion.
Safety is a critical consideration. Design elements such as slip-resistant flooring, cushioned surfaces, child-proofed furnishings, secure handrails, and unobstructed pathways help reduce the risk of injury. Emergency egress routes that consider the safe evacuation of all occupants are essential for a fully inclusive and safe environment.
Depending on the needs of the intended users and the objectives of the childcare centre, the use of appropriate technologies, including any current or anticipated components or systems, to support communication, interaction, and sensory needs, including but not limited to, Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) devices, tactile output devices, hearing loops, and adaptive switches could be considered. Designers would benefit from working with clients to identify these needs and determine which technology integrations should be incorporated as part of the overall design process.
Accessible childcare centres should also have an accessible Web site and other accessible contact options.
[bookmark: _Toc212374548][bookmark: _Toc212374549][bookmark: _Toc212374550][bookmark: _Toc212374551][bookmark: _Toc212374552][bookmark: _Toc212374553][bookmark: _Toc212374554][bookmark: _Toc212374555][bookmark: _Toc212374556][bookmark: _Toc212374557][bookmark: _Toc108778152][bookmark: _Toc108778286][bookmark: _Toc154490797][bookmark: _Toc223444396]Scope
The scope of this Standard is limited to non-home-based childcare centres, applicable to new construction and commercial fit-ups. For complete retrofits of existing childcare centres, the requirements of this Standard may also be applied. However, it may not be possible to retrofit common areas beyond the childcare centre itself. For retrofits affecting only part of the childcare centre, users are encouraged to follow the requirements intended for the areas being retrofitted.
[bookmark: _Toc212374559][bookmark: _Toc212374560][bookmark: _Toc212374561][bookmark: _Toc212374562][bookmark: _Toc212374563][bookmark: _Toc212374564][bookmark: _Toc212374565][bookmark: _Toc212374566][bookmark: _Toc108778153][bookmark: _Toc108778287][bookmark: _Toc154490798][bookmark: _Toc223444397]Inclusions
This Standard applies to childcare centres that are either mandated to be accessible and/or centres that desire to label themselves as accessible.
[bookmark: _Toc212374568][bookmark: _Toc108778154][bookmark: _Toc108778288][bookmark: _Toc154490799][bookmark: _Toc223444398]Exclusions
[bookmark: _Toc154490800]This Standard excludes home-based childcare centres. Home-based childcare centres may refer to CSA/ASC B652:23 – Accessible Dwellings Standard for guidance.
[bookmark: _Toc212374570][bookmark: _Toc223444399]Applications
[bookmark: _Toc154490801]This Standard specifies the technical requirements for the design and construction of new childcare centres, including commercial fit-ups, as well as for the significant modification of existing ones. It does not, however, address the implementation and enforcement of these requirements. The determination of the scope and applicability of the technical provisions is the responsibility of the relevant Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs), including bodies that regulate childcare centres.
[bookmark: _Toc212374572][bookmark: _Toc223444400]Limits
[bookmark: _Toc154490802]While accessible childcare centres aim to create inclusive and supportive environments for children, parents, guardians, and staff with disabilities, several barriers can hinder their ability to fully meet the needs of all individuals. Implementing accessible features like ramps, specialized equipment, and sensory-friendly spaces can be straight forward with the guidance provided in this Standard. However, this Standard needs to be supported by ongoing staff training and maintenance programs to maintain the accessibility of the spaces and services. Physical space limitations may require creative application of the requirements of this Standard such as utilizing spaces for multiple purposes. Additionally, specialized and well-trained staff, such as special education teachers or therapists, may significantly impact how effective the space can support children, parents, guardians and staff with diverse needs. Assistive technologies can also aid and improve the centre’s ability to support them. Overcrowding and high child-to-staff ratios may also limit the ability of the centre to provide individualized support, reducing the effectiveness of even the most thoughtfully designed accessible spaces.
[bookmark: _Toc223444401]Ranges
[bookmark: _Toc154490803]None.
[bookmark: _Toc212374575][bookmark: _Toc223444402]Other relevant restrictions or considerations
[bookmark: _Toc154490804]This Standard is intended to align as much as possible with accessibility codes and standards such as:
CSA/ASC B651:23 – Accessible Design for the Built Environment;
CAN-ASC 2.3 – Model Standard for the Built Environment – Accessibility for federally regulated entities as defined in the Accessible Canada Act (draft);
CSA/ASC B652:23 – Accessible Dwellings; and 
CSA Z614:20 – Children’s playground equipment and surfacing.
The modification and approach were developed to accommodate the specific needs and capabilities of children while also addressing the diverse anthropometric sizes and disabilities of children in a childcare environment. Furthermore, considerations for parents, guardians, and staff members with and without disabilities were included in the development of these requirements. By aligning with the listed standards, childcare centres may increase the level of accessibility more, fostering inclusive environments that prioritize equity, usability, and safety. This enables all adults and children to fully participate in educational, social, and recreational activities.
Terminology
In this Standard, three terms are defined as follows:
Shall: Expresses a requirement, or a provision that the user is obliged to satisfy to comply with the standard.
Should: Expresses a recommendation, or that which is advised but not required.
May: Expresses an option, or that which is permissible within the limits of the standard.
Notes accompanying clauses do not include requirements or alternative requirements; the purpose of a note accompanying a clause is to separate explanatory or informative material.
Notes to tables and figures are considered part of the table or figure and may be written as requirements.
Annexes are designated normative (mandatory) or informative (non-mandatory) to define their application.


[bookmark: _Toc212374579][bookmark: _Toc212374580][bookmark: _Toc212374581][bookmark: _Toc212374582][bookmark: _Toc212374583][bookmark: _Toc212374584][bookmark: _Toc108778165][bookmark: _Toc108778299][bookmark: _Toc154490813][bookmark: _Toc223444404]References 
This is the first edition of the CAN-ASC-2.9, Accessible Childcare Centres.
This Standard refers to the following publications, and where such reference is made, it shall be to the edition listed below:
Accessibility Standards Canada 
CAN-ASC-2.3-Model Standard for the Built Environment – Accessibility for federally regulated entities as defined in the Accessible Canada Act (draft);
CAN-ASC-2.4-Wayfinding and Signage (draft);
CAN-ASC-5.2.1-Part 1: Design and Delivery of Accessible Programs and Services: Accessible Service Delivery (draft);
Advancing Standards Transforming Markets
ASTM E2235-04(2020)-Standard Test Method for Determination of Decay Rates for Use in Sound Insulation Test Methods; 
ASTM F1292-18e1-Standard Specification for Impact Attenuation of Surfacing Materials Within the Use Zone of Playground Equipment;
American National Standards Institute
ANSI/ASA S12.60/Part 1-2010 (R2020): Acoustical Performance Criteria, Design Requirements, And Guidelines For Schools, Part 1: Permanent Schools;
American Society of Medical Engineers and CSA Group 
ASME A17.1-2019/CSA B44:19-Safety code for elevators and escalators;


Canadian General Standards Board
CAN/CGSB 12.5-M86 - Mirrors, Silvered;
CSA Group
CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment;
CSA/ASC B652:23-Accessible Dwellings;
CSA Z614:20-Children’s playground equipment and surfacing;
International Standards Organization
ISO 3382-1:2009-Acoustics — Measurement of room acoustic parameters — Part 1: Performance spaces;
ISO 3382-2:2008-Acoustics — Measurement of room acoustic parameters — Part 2: Reverberation time in ordinary rooms;
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
IEEE 1789-2015-Recommended Practices for Modulating Current in High-Brightness LEDs for Mitigating Health Risks to Viewers;
Codes
National Building Code of Canada, 2020; and
Regulations
Toys Regulations, 2011.
[bookmark: _Toc212374586][bookmark: _Toc212374587][bookmark: _Toc212374588][bookmark: _Toc212374589][bookmark: _Toc212374590][bookmark: _Toc212374591][bookmark: _Toc223444405]Definitions, symbols, and abbreviations 
[bookmark: _Toc212374593][bookmark: _Toc212374594][bookmark: _Toc212374595][bookmark: _Toc212374596][bookmark: _Toc223444406]Definitions 
Illumination — The intensity of light, as measured in lux (lx). 
Source: CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment
Luminance (colour) contrast — The difference in light reflectance value between adjacent surfaces (e.g., light on a dark background or dark on a light background). 
Source: CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment
Lux — The intensity of light in units of illuminance or luminous flux per unit area. It may be measured in lumens per square meters or candle intensity per square foot measure at a surface at a specific height.
Multi-functional space — A versatile room designed for multiple uses simultaneously, such as staff training, therapy, or meetings, without requiring significant changes.
Multi-purpose room — A flexible space adaptable for various activities, at different times. It may function as a sensory room, quiet room, play area, classroom, therapy room, meeting room, or dining area. Multi-purpose rooms are intended to support one activity at a time and must meet the functional and furnishing requirements associated with that activity.
Music room — A space for engaging in musical activities, including listening, singing, playing instruments, and movement-based music experiences.
Quiet room — A low-stimulation space for relaxation and self-regulation, featuring soft furnishings, noise-reducing materials, and minimal visual distractions to support emotional well-being.
Sensory room — A space designed to provide sensory stimulation or regulation through various visual, auditory, and tactile elements to support children’s sensory needs.
Signage — Information provided in the form of visual and tactile communication that incorporates one or more of the following elements:
a) alphanumeric characters;
b) pictograms;
c) illustrations (plans, etc.); or
d) braille. 
Source: CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment
Therapy room — A designated space within the childcare centre for providing therapeutic services, such as occupational, speech, or physiotherapy, to support children’s developmental and individual needs.
Toileting assistance bathroom — A bathroom designed to support children who require assistance with toileting, providing a safe and hygienic environment for their needs.
Universal washroom — A fully enclosed, lockable washroom that contains a toilet, a sink, and an adult size change table designed for independent or assisted use by individuals of all abilities, including those requiring assistance or additional space. It is a separate room intended for use by anyone, regardless of gender, mobility, or support needs.
Wayfinding — A spatial problem-solving process based upon consistent use and organization of definite sensory cues in the environment that individuals use to understand where they are, know where their desired location is, and know how to get to that destination from their present location. 
Source: CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment
Wheeled mobility device — A collective term used to describe a range of wheeled personal transportation devices, including manual wheelchairs, powered wheelchairs, and mobility scooters. 
Source: CSA/ASC B651:23-Accessible Design for the Built Environment
[bookmark: _Toc212374598][bookmark: _Toc212374599][bookmark: _Toc212374600][bookmark: _Toc212374601][bookmark: _Toc212374602][bookmark: _Toc212374603][bookmark: _Toc154490818]

[bookmark: _Toc223444407]Site and external areas
[bookmark: _Ref212379283][bookmark: _Toc223444408]Accessible sites
[bookmark: _Hlk192497439]The childcare centre shall be located such that the path from parking, transit, and drop-off zones to the building main entrance comply with the requirements of CSA/ASC B651:23, unless otherwise specified in this standard.
Note: It is the preference that the entire site be compliant with CSA/ASC B651:23. 
[bookmark: _Toc223444409]Exterior circulation, spaces and amenities
In addition to the requirements stipulated in Clause 10.1 exterior circulation, spaces and amenities serving the childcare centre shall comply with:
a) clause 8 of CSA/ASC B651:23; and 
b) clause 9.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23 when they are from parking spaces.
[bookmark: _Toc223444410]Parking
[bookmark: _Toc223444411]Dimensions of accessible parking spaces
Accessible parking spaces dimensions shall comply with clauses 9.4.1 and 9.4.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
[bookmark: _Toc223444412]Required number of accessible parking spaces
Where a parking lot serves an accessible childcare centre, accessible and limited mobility parking spots shall be provided complying with table 10 of clause 9.4.1 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
[bookmark: _Toc223444413]Parking access and accessories
Parking access and accessories, such as signage, ticket dispensers, payment machines, etc. shall comply with clause 9 of CSA/ASC B651:23. 
[bookmark: _Toc223444414]Drop-off and pick-up zones
At least one drop-off and pick-up zone shall serve as a childcare centre and shall:
be adjacent to the roadway and a path of travel;
provide an access aisle at street level, a minimum of 1,500 mm wide and 14,000 mm long to accommodate two vehicles;
be separated from the walkway by a curb, tactile attention indicator surface, or other physical indicators;
where applicable, have access from the street level access aisle to the raised curb area via a depressed curb ramp that runs for the length of the drop-off zone that complies with clause 8.3.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23; and
maintain a minimum clear height of 3,000 mm to the underside of any suspended or blade signage, ceilings, or other overhead obstructions. 


[bookmark: _Toc223444415]Building entrances and exits
[bookmark: _Ref216788941][bookmark: _Toc223444416]Accessible building
The childcare centre shall be located within a building such that the path from the building main entrance to the childcare facilities, any ancillary facilities forming part of the childcare service, and the childcare centre itself shall comply with the requirements of CSA/ASC B651:23, unless otherwise specified in this Standard.
[bookmark: _Toc223444417]Main entrance
The main entrance to the childcare centre shall:
be served by a path of travel that complies with:
Clause 12.1.1 when the route does not form part of an emergency path of travel; and
Clause 11.3.1 when the route forms part of an emergency path of travel;
be designed to facilitate effective supervision and security with more than one feature such as but not limited to:
electronic locking doors;
motion sensors;
security cameras;
keypads; or
card readers;
have illumination at least 50 lx at ground level;
be immediately recognizable as a childcare centre, with clear and effective signage as per Clause 17; and
have a service dog relief area that complies with clause 9.4 of CAN-ASC-5.2.1.
Note 1: The design of the entrance should address potential security concerns to ensure risks are identified and mitigated.
Note 2: While maintaining the required access controls, more than one feature is recommended to include people with different disabilities.
[bookmark: _Toc223444418]Power-assisted doors and door width
The main entrance to the building leading to the childcare centre, and the main entrance to the childcare centre shall have doorways with:
power-assisted doors that comply with clause 5.2.9 of CSA/ASC B651:23; 
controls to allow for accessibility, while also maintaining the security and safety of the children in attendance; and
c) a clear opening width of at least 950 mm complying with CAN-ASC-2.3.
Note 1: Some people may have difficulty accessing or operating the door controls. In such cases, an automatic sensor-activated control that detects movement upon approach may be installed to improve accessibility. This sensor should be installed in such a way that children could not inadvertently open the door and leave or access a secure area on their own.
Note 2: Any child-safety measures, such as disabling power door operators to prevent child use, should not compromise accessibility for adults, allowing parents with disabilities to operate door opening devices independently.
[bookmark: _Toc223444419]Thresholds and flooring transitions
Doorway threshold for the main entrance to the building leading to the childcare centre, and the main entrance to the childcare centre shall comply with clause 5.2.6 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
[bookmark: _Toc223444420]Emergency egress
The childcare centre emergency egress shall:
a) comprise an accessible egress path of travel as per Clause 11.3.1;
b) comprise emergency provisions as per clause 5.7 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
c) include a minimum of two emergency exits to the exterior of the childcare facility or to an area of refuge; and
d) be located on different sides of the childcare centre.
Note: Emergency procedures should include provisions for assisting children with physical, sensory, and cognitive disabilities, including designated staff roles, accessible evacuation devices (where applicable), and clear communication strategies for children with hearing or visual impairments.
[bookmark: _Ref212402860][bookmark: _Toc223444421]Accessible egress paths of travel
Where an accessible egress path of travel serving a childcare centre is part of the emergency egress or evacuation path of travel, it shall: 
have a minimum clear width of 1,800 mm; 
have no protrusions into the path of travel of more than 100 mm, and for a length of 300 mm;
have no protrusions that negatively impact the safety or accessibility of the space or path of travel; 
have a clear headspace of 2,050 mm from the floor; and
not be blocked.
Note 1: The 1,800 mm width of a path of travel for the interior circulation will allow two wheeled mobility devices to navigate side by side. This would allow an adult using a wheeled mobility device to assist a child that is also using a wheeled mobility device during an emergency, or to allow a wheeled mobility device user to pass by an abandoned device.
[bookmark: _Toc223444422]Audible and visible alarms
Visible alarms shall comply with clause 5.7.1 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
Audible alarms throughout a childcare centre shall provide a Sound Pressure LeveI (SPL) of at least 65 dB(A) and not exceed 110 dB(A).
[bookmark: _Toc223444423]Access control and security systems
Access controls and security systems shall comply with clauses 5.7.4.1 and 5.7.4.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
Note: The access controls and security systems referenced in this Standard are intended to be accessible and operable by an adult, such as a staff member or caregiver accompanying children in the childcare facility. It is assumed that children will not operate the security systems.
[bookmark: _Toc223444424]Accessible entry systems
Accessible entry systems including but not limited to keypads and intercoms shall comply with clause 5.7.4.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23. 
Note: The access controls and security systems referenced in this standard are intended to be accessible and operable by adults, such as staff members or caregivers, including those with disabilities, accompanying children within the childcare facility. It is assumed that children will not operate these systems.
[bookmark: _Toc223444425]Visual and tactile alerts for security
Visual and tactile alerts devices shall comply with clause 4.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23 – Accessible Design for the Built Environment.


[bookmark: _Toc223444426]Interior layout and circulation
[bookmark: _Toc223444427]Interior circulation
Interior navigation elements shall comply with the requirements of CSA/ASC B651:23, unless otherwise noted in this Clause. This includes:
Luminance (colour) contrast
Operating control
Floor finishes
Wall finishes
Doors and doorways
Stairs
Ramps
Elevating devices
[bookmark: _Paths_of_travel][bookmark: _Ref210916438][bookmark: _Toc223444428]Paths of travel
Paths of travel that do not form part of the emergency path of travel shall comply with clause 5 of CSA/ASC B651:23 and shall include tactile wayfinding supports, such as tactile walking surface indicators.
[bookmark: _Ref210917050][bookmark: _Toc223444429]Stationary positions
The dimensions of a stationary position for people using a wheeled mobility device shall be:
no less than 820 mm by 1,390 mm where it serves a single person (e.g., child, staff, parent, or guardian); and
no less than 1,600 mm by 1,390 mm where it serves two people at the same time (e.g., teacher and child, parent / guardian and child, etc.). 
[bookmark: _Toc223444430]Wayfinding and signage
Wayfinding and signage shall comply with Clause 17.
[bookmark: _Toc223444431]Vertical circulation
[bookmark: _Toc223444432]Stair design
For new construction, or where stairs are being retrofitted, they shall:
comply with clause 5.4 of CSA/ASC B651:23; and
have a second lower handrail installed at a height of 600 mm to 700 mm to facilitate use by children.
Note 1: The stair design requirements in CSA/ASC B651:23 are based on anthropometric data related to adult accessibility. In childcare centres, stair design needs to consider the specific needs of children, including lower riser heights where possible.
Note 2: The addition of a lower handrail may create a climbable condition on guards. In such cases, the guard height above the finished floor should be increased to prevent individuals from climbing over.
[bookmark: _Toc223444433]Ramp design
Ramp design shall comply with clause 5.5 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
[bookmark: _Toc223444434]Elevators
An accessible elevator shall comply with appendix E of CSA B44.1:25/ ASME A17.5-2025.
Note 1: For new construction, consideration should be given to providing a clear internal space that accommodates both a child and an adult using wheeled mobility devices simultaneously, as well as a triple stroller. The design should also account for an appropriate staff-to-child ratio based on the age group served. While it is not possible to predict the exact number of adults and children or the ideal staff-to-child ratio in every situation, ensuring the elevator can accommodate a triple stroller, a wheeled mobility device, and at least two standing adults provide flexibility and improves accessibility and safety for all users.
Note 2: Touchscreen only controls should not be used, and elevator buttons must meet CSA B44.1:25/ASME A17.5-2025 appendix E requirements for tactile features including raised characters and Braille.
[bookmark: _Toc223444435]Common areas
Common areas, other than those specifically addressed in other Clauses of this Standard, shall:
include a minimum:
two-person clear area for a stationary position as per Clause 12.1.2 b) where children are intended to use the common area; or
single-person clear area for a stationary position as per Clause 12.1.2 a) where it is only intended for adults; and
where a space serves more than two people, include at least a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions, however, not permitted to overlap with furniture (e.g., chairs).
Note: For areas that are intended to serve more than two people, it is recommended that the clear area for stationary position be scaled accordingly, ensuring that sufficient space is provided. 
[bookmark: _Ref210917692][bookmark: _Toc223444436]Design of childcare activity rooms
The number and type of childcare activity spaces within a childcare centre depend on its policies and program focus. However, a childcare centre shall have a space for at least:
one classroom;
one therapy room; and
one quiet room.
Note 1: Spaces listed above do not need to be separate rooms to comply with this requirement. However, if a therapy room is included as part of any other space, visual and audible privacy separation should be considered.
Note 2: Rooms should be designed to be comfortably used by adults. Furnishings and equipment that enable teachers and staff to hold, comfort, and assist children while minimizing the need for bending, lifting, and carrying heavy children or objects are recommended. It is also advisable to provide chairs in multiple sizes and heights in multiple locations throughout the classroom.
Note 3: Back strain is the leading cause of workers’ compensation claims among childcare teachers and staff. To help reduce this risk, ergonomic adult-sized furniture can be incorporated and height adjustable features for fixtures such as change tables should be included.
[bookmark: _Ref210918400][bookmark: _Toc223444437]Classrooms and learning spaces
All classrooms in a childcare centre shall:
comply with Clause 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a specific or maximum number of children, teachers, and staff;
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated as per item b) of this Clause; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions; and
include a minimum 30% Michelson luminance (colour) contrast in accordance with clause 4.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23 between key elements such as desks, walls, floors, door, etc.
[bookmark: _Ref210918423][bookmark: _Toc223444438]Therapy rooms
All therapy rooms in a childcare centre shall:
comply with Clause 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a specific and known number of children, teachers, and staff but not less than two people (e.g., one therapist and one child);
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated as per item b) of this Clause; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions; and
provide space for a height-adjustable table that is minimum 600 mm × 1,600 mm to support a variety of therapeutic activities.
Note 1: A therapy room may be part of a multi-purpose or multi-functional room and space, however, at least one therapy space should provide visual and audible privacy screening.
Note 2: Flexibility in the design of multi-purpose and multi-functional spaces allows for the efficient use of spaces where the childcare centre space is limited, demographics are not known, or demographics are non-specific. The designer is encouraged to design spaces that comply with as many requirements as possible in Clause 12.4 to maximize the possible utility and flexibility of the space.
Note 3: Social interaction therapies, as referenced in item e) of this Clause, may require more space than that of the minimum requirement for two people.
[bookmark: _Ref212402952][bookmark: _Toc223444439]Music rooms
Where provided, all music rooms shall:
comply with Clause 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a specific or maximum number of children, teachers, and staff but not less than two people (e.g., one therapist and one child);
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated as per item b) of this Clause; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions;
have accessible storage for music instruments that is served by a path of travel complying with Clause 12.1.1; 
provide the accessible storage described in item e) of this Clause with a stationary position clear space for a single person as per Clause 12.1.2; and
have the musical instruments within the accessible storage described in item e) of this Clause be within a forward or side reach of 500 mm and 900 mm from the floor with an obstruction of less than 250 mm.
Note 1: A music room is a versatile space that is distinguishable in its design from other rooms by its acoustic properties and storage for musical instruments. Safe storage of oddly shaped and sensitive instruments, equipment, electronics, etc. is recommended to ensure that the storage space can remain accessible.
Note 2: The turning diameter clear space described in item d) of this Clause is best located in front of the accessible storage described in item e) of this Clause.
Note 3: The stationary position clear space described in item f) of this Clause may overlap with other stationary positions and turning diameter clear spaces.
Note 4: Flexibility in the design of multi-purpose and multi-functional spaces allows for the efficient use of spaces where the childcare centre space is limited, demographics are not known, or demographics are non-specific. The designer is encouraged to design spaces that comply with as many requirements as possible in Clause 12.4 to maximize the possible utility and flexibility of the space.
Note 5: Accessible instrument storage should not obstruct egress paths and should comply with fire safety and emergency egress requirements of the AHJ.
[bookmark: _Ref210918510][bookmark: _Toc223444440]Sensory rooms
Where present all sensory rooms in the childcare centre shall:
comply with Clause 15.2 and 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a specific or maximum number of children, teachers, and staff but not less than two people (e.g., one teacher and one child);
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated complying with item b) of this Clause; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions; 
provide space of a minimum 900 mm × 2,400 mm to accommodate sensory equipment or stations supporting a variety of therapeutic sensory activities; and
contain at least one sensory feature that can be used from the seated position of a wheeled mobility device.
Note: Flexibility in the design of multi-purpose and multi-functional spaces allows for the efficient use of spaces where the childcare centre space is limited, demographics are not known, or demographics are non-specific. The designer is encouraged to design spaces that comply with as many requirements as possible in Clause 12.4 to maximize the possible utility and flexibility of the space.
[bookmark: _Toc223444441]Quiet rooms
Quiet rooms shall:
comply with Clause 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a maximum of two people;
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for two people; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions;
provide a “safety bed and chair” within the space; and
provide finishes and equipment that reduce or eliminate visual and audible sensory stimulation.
Note 1: Specialized knowledge in providing appropriate tools, equipment, toys, electronics, and music are preferred to be sought when designing quiet rooms for specific demographics. However, in general, a safe space with reduced sensory input is targeted when specific knowledge of the demographics is not available.
Note 2: Flexibility in the design of multi-purpose and multi-functional spaces allows for the efficient use of spaces where the childcare centre space is limited, demographics are not known, or demographics are non-specific. The designer is encouraged to design spaces that comply with as many requirements as possible in Clause 12.4 to maximize the possible utility and flexibility of the space.
Note 3: In certain situations, consider adding multiple seating options.
[bookmark: _Ref210918539][bookmark: _Toc223444442]Multi-purpose rooms
Multi-purpose rooms shall be designed to accommodate a variety of activities and adaptive uses. They may function as a sensory room, quiet room, play area, classroom, therapy room, meeting room, or dining area. The following requirements support a flexible design for multi-purpose rooms:
comply with Clause 15.3;
be designed to accommodate a specific or maximum number of children, teachers, and staff but not less than two people (e.g., one teacher and one child);
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated as per item b) of this Clause; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions;
provide space of a minimum 900 mm × 2,400 mm to accommodate equipment or stations supporting a variety of activities;
where provided, accessible storage shall be served by a path of travel as per Clause 12.1.1;
where provided, the accessible storage described in item f) of this Clause shall have a stationary position clear space for a single person as per Clause 12.1.2;
where provided, furniture and equipment shall be lightweight and movable (e.g., on locking casters) for easy reconfiguration to support different uses;
where provided, tables and chairs shall be of adjustable height;
illumination shall be adjustable, such as through dimmable LED fixtures;
include a minimum 30% Michelson luminance (colour) contrast in accordance with CSA/ASC B651:23 clause 4.2 between key elements such as furniture edges, walls, floors, and doors;
avoid overly bright or high-contrast patterns; and
use soft, warm neutral or muted colours (e.g., warm beige, soft blues, muted greens, warm greys).
Note 1: Examples of functional combinations include: 
1) A therapy room that may also be used by adults for meetings.
2) A therapy room that may also be used by educators for individual work with a child.
3) Sensory and music rooms serving both therapeutic and educational purposes.
Note 2: Consider installing multiple anchoring points to allow for practical attachment and detachment of equipment without requiring significant time or effort. Examples of such equipment are sensory swings, adaptive seating, retractable projector screens, foldable mats, and therapy tools.
Note 3: Multi-purpose rooms should incorporate technology and assistive features to enhance accessibility. This includes, but is not limited to, assistive listening devices (e.g., hearing loops, FM systems, or other wireless technology) for children who are hard of hearing, as well as other forms of assistive technology (e.g., AAC devices, tactile output devices, adaptive switches). Voice-controlled or touchless controls for lighting, temperature, and sound adjustments should also be considered to accommodate diverse needs.
Note 4: Multi-purpose rooms should incorporate natural lighting where possible (e.g., by using windows) to create a well-lit environment. Glare control measures, such as blinds or curtains, should be considered to adjust brightness based on user needs and comfort.
Note 5: Movable furniture should be equipped with at least two lockable casters.
Note 6: In certain situations, consider adding multiple seating options.
[bookmark: _Ref210918739][bookmark: _Toc223444443]Multi-functional rooms
Multi-functional rooms are designed to support multiple activities simultaneously. Therefore, depending on their intended use, they shall comply with the most stringent requirements of the corresponding Clause 12.4.1 for classrooms and learning spaces, Clause 12.4.2 for therapy rooms, Clause 12.4.3 for music rooms, Clause 12.4.4 for sensory rooms, and Clause 12.4.6 for multi-purpose rooms.
Note 1: A multi-functional room in a childcare centre is a flexible, adaptable space designed to accommodate a variety of activities and functions. It typically features an open layout, allowing it to be easily rearranged to suit different needs. This room can be used for group activities like arts and crafts, circle time, physical play, quiet reading, or as a space for special events or parent / guardian meetings. 
Note 2: Consider installing multiple anchoring points to allow for practical attachment and detachment of equipment without requiring significant time or effort. Examples of such equipment are sensory swings, adaptive seating, retractable projector screens, foldable mats, and therapy tools.
Note 3: Multi-functional rooms should incorporate technology and assistive features to enhance accessibility. This includes, but is not limited to, assistive listening devices (e.g., hearing loops or FM systems) for children with hearing impairments, as well as other forms of assistive technology (e.g., AAC devices, tactile output devices, adaptive switches). Voice-controlled or touchless controls for lighting, temperature, and sound adjustments should also be considered to accommodate diverse needs.
Note 4: Multi-functional rooms should incorporate natural lighting where possible (e.g. by using windows) to create a well-lit environment. Glare control measures, such as blinds or curtains, should be considered to adjust brightness based on user needs and comfort.
[bookmark: _Toc223444444]Space and movement considerations
Spaces that are primarily designated for movement between adjacent rooms and spaces that are less than 1,800 mm in length shall:
except as stated in item b) in this Clause below, comply with Clause 12.1.1 after the installation of all furniture, equipment, etc. (e.g., trash bins, office supply cabinets, mini fridges, etc.); or
have a minimum clear width of 1,600 mm.
Note: A clear width dimension of 1,800 mm is preferred to allow multiple wheeled mobility device users (e.g., teacher and child) to navigate the hallways more easily. 
[bookmark: _Ref210919073][bookmark: _Toc223444445]Access to learning areas, material, furniture and equipment
All learning areas, including all areas where equipment and toys for children are placed shall:
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
have at least a stationary position clear space for two people in front of these areas or furniture that complies with Clause 12.1.2;
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm in front of these areas or furniture;
be within a forward or side reach of 500 mm and 900 mm above the finished floor with an obstruction of less than 250 mm;
be illuminated to the same level as desks are required to be illuminated in CSA/ASC B651:23; and
avoid sharp or exposed edges.
[bookmark: _Ref210919690]Adjustable tables and desks
Tables and desks shall:
have a top surface between 730 mm and 860 mm above the finished floor when they are intended for use by adults only;
have a top surface between 400 mm and 730 mm when they are intended to be used by children only; 
be adjustable between 400 mm and at least 1,100 mm when they are intended to be used by both;
have a knee clearance:
width of at least 1,600 mm or the width of the table, whichever is less;
depth of at least 480 mm;
height of at least 685 mm or the height of the table surface minus 40 mm, whichever is less;
have a minimum 30% Michelson luminance (colour) contrast with their surroundings complying with clause 4.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23; and
include adjustment controls with a lock-out mechanism to prevent unintended movement during use.
Note 1: Designing tables to accommodate both children and adults requires consideration of varying anthropometric metrics. A table should provide sufficient size and knee clearance to fit two wheeled mobility devices side by side, allowing an adult to assist a child. Additionally, children using wheeled mobility devices may require the same knee clearance and table height as adults due to the dimensions and seat elevation of their wheeled mobility devices, ensuring accessibility for both age groups. Therefore, the adjustable tables referenced in item c) of this Clause is the more versatile solution.
Note 2: Comfort and functionality are important in both the scale and design of children’s furniture, as well as in planning the space as a work environment for adults.	For children, tables with appropriate height, and chairs with suitable seating height allow children to use the table comfortably while keeping their feet on the ground. Children’s chairs should have shallow seats and slanted backs to support proper positioning. 
[bookmark: _Toc223444446]Family area (waiting, consultation, community, or event area)
Areas designated for families such as for waiting, consultations, or other purposes shall:
comply with the requirements of Clause 12.4.6 when this area is in a multi-purpose room;
comply with the requirements of Clause 12.4.7 when this area is in a multi-functional room; 
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
where provided, have seating that complies with clause 6.7.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
have stationary clear space that complies with Clause 12.1.2 for a known number of staff but not less than 6 people; and
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm that does not overlap with at least one of the provided stationary clear spaces.
Note 1: The family area should be designed to promote interaction between families and children. The internal environment should be arranged with consideration for children’s needs, ensuring that furniture and equipment do not obstruct navigation or hinder interaction.
Note 2: Family areas do not necessarily need to be a separate space, they may be integrated into multi-purpose or multi-functional rooms.


[bookmark: _Toc223444447]Indoor play areas and recreation zones
[bookmark: _Toc223444448]General
Indoor play areas and recreation zones shall:
be served with a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
have equipment served by stationary positions clear spaces that comply with Clause 12.1.2;
avoid sharp or abrasive edges;
have at least one rest area that has the same dimensions or more than a stationary position clear space for two people in proximity to the play equipment; and
have at least one rest area that has the same dimensions or more than a stationary position clear space for two people away from the play area and offering some privacy.
Note: Edges, corners, and projections should be rounded, cushioned, or otherwise protected to prevent injury during play.
Safety surfacing
Indoor play areas where children may experience falls from surfaces above the finished floor shall have safety surfacing material that:
has a gmax (maximum negative acceleration) not exceeding 200; 
has a HIC (Head Injury Criterion) of less than or equal to 1,000; and
is tested using the methods outlined in ASTM F1292.
Note: Using materials such as foam or rubber tiles (if low volatile organic compound (VOC)) is likely the most cost-effective and durable (low maintenance) method of achieving these figures while maintaining accessibility.
[bookmark: _Toc223444449]Sensory zones
Tactile experiences
Tactile sensory zones shall:
include tactile experiences with materials such as sand, water, or textured surfaces;
be supported by visual and cognitive experiences;
be installed in such a manner as to be accessible to children in wheeled mobility devices (e.g., vertical on a wall, on a height-adjustable desk within the reach ranges and knee clearance specified in Clause 12.4.9 d));
have any materials which can be removed or thrown, be fixed to reduce the risk of ingestion or destruction; and
meet the requirements outlined in the Government of Canada Toys Regulations (SOR/2011-17).
Auditory experiences
Auditory sensory zones shall:
include auditory experiences with sound-producing elements such as interactive musical features;
contain the option for headphone use to reduce the impact on other children with noise sensitivity;
have operating controls which do not require fine motor skills or significant cognitive ability, such as large buttons with pictograms;
be located/installed in such a manner that they are accessible to children in wheeled mobility devices; and
meet the requirements outlined in the Government of Canada Toys Regulations (SOR/2011-17).
Note 1: The requirements provided above are performance-based requirements that should be assessed and evaluated by the pedagogical expert of the childcare centre and designed for their specific demographics and goals. 
Note 2: Sensory zones are most effective when designed to offer multi-sensory engagement and allow children to self-select sensory input based on their individual needs and preferences. Zones that combine elements from multiple sensory categories (e.g., tactile and cognitive, or visual and auditory) can provide rich learning opportunities while also supporting children with sensory processing differences. Where space is limited, combining sensory elements within a shared area may be preferable to separating zones by type.
[bookmark: _Toc223444450]Bathrooms and hygiene facilities
[bookmark: _Ref210919368][bookmark: _Toc223444451]Accessible bathrooms
Bathrooms shall: 
where intended for staff and other adults:
comply with clause 6.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23; or
comply with clause 6.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23 for universal washrooms.
where intended for children and adults:
comply with clause 6.2.6.1 a) of CSA/ASC B651:23 except the toilet fixtures shall have the top located between 250 mm and 280 mm above finished floor; 
have stall privacy screens and doors no higher than 150 mm from the floor;
have shatterproof mirrors complying with CAN/CGSB 12.5-M86;
have sanitary disposal receptacles that are not foot activated, are operable with a closed fist, and that are installed on the wall near the front of the toilet; and
have sharps disposal containers installed at a maximum height of 1,100 mm from the finished floor, where provided.
Note 1: For adult-assisted toileting spaces, adjustable-height toilets should be provided where feasible, to accommodate diverse needs, including mixed-age users and those requiring assistance.
Note 2: The emergency call system should be located within reach of being seated on the toilet and 300 mm above the floor. 
[bookmark: _Toc223444452]Change tables
Change tables shall:
support a factored load of at least 0.75 kPa (~75 kg);
have the load rating clearly labelled;
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
have a stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2;
be a minimum 540 mm wide by 900 mm in length;
have an adjustable table with the option to be lowered to 300 mm in height from the floor;
be made of non-porous, durable and easy-to-clean material;
be equipped with a safety strap to safely hold a person 75 kg in weight from accidentally rolling off;
have a concave top surface or a lip;
be adjacent to a clear floor space of 820 by 1,390 mm;
have a storage system that complies with Clause 12.4.6 g) within reach of the seated position in front of the change table; and
have a disposal system for diapers within 500 mm of the seated position that is not foot activated.
Note: An adjustable change table with the option to be lowered to a height of 300 mm from the floor facilitates a smooth transition for both standing children and children using wheeled mobility devices.
[bookmark: _Toc223444453]Support for assistance in toileting
Privacy considerations
Privacy for both children and adults in a childcare centre is a priority. Childcare centres shall have at least one toileting assistance bathroom. Toileting assistance bathroom shall:
comply with Clause 12.6.1;
have the stationary position clear space required by Clause 12.6.1 that does not overlap with any other clear space requirements (e.g., turning diameter clear space, grab bar clearance, etc.); and
not be located in direct view of the entrance, waiting areas, play areas, or other areas where children commonly gather to allow caregivers to provide assistance with minimal exposure during entry and exit.  
Note: Adults and children who are unable to activate the emergency call system should always be accompanied by another person.
[bookmark: _Toc223444454]Kitchen and Dining Area
[bookmark: _Toc223444455]Kitchens
Kitchens shall:
comply with clause 5.10 of CSA/ASC B652:23;
be designed to accommodate a specific and known number of staff;
for each piece of kitchen equipment or furniture, provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for one person; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions;
include a minimum 30% Michelson luminance (colour) contrast complying with clause 4.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23 between key elements such as counters, walls, floors, doors; and
include outlets and switches on the front face of counters as shown in figure 35 c) of clause 5.10.1 of CSA/ASC B652:23.  
Note: The food preparation space in this standard is meant to be accessible by adults, including staff who may have a disability. It is assumed that a child does not need access.
[bookmark: _Toc223444456]Emergency safety equipment
The location of emergency safety equipment such as fire extinguishers and first-aid kits, etc. shall:
comply with clause 4.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
be enclosed and secured to prevent unintended access by children; and
be mounted between 900 mm and 1,200 mm above the finished floor.
[bookmark: _Toc223444457]Dining area
Dining areas shall:
be designed to accommodate a specific and known number of children, teachers, and staff;
provide non-overlapping stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for the number of people to be accommodated as per item a) of this Clause; 
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
have adjustable tables that comply with Clause 12.4.9.1; 
provide at least one turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm permitted to overlap with the stationary positions;
include a 30% minimum Michelson luminance (colour) contrast complying with clause 4.2 CSA/ASC B651:23 between key elements such as tables, walls, floors, door, etc.;
have a transfer space of 900 mm x 1,500 mm where a transition from a wheeled mobility device to a solid chair is required; and
have a sink that complies with clause 5.10.7 of CSA/ASC B652:23.
Note 1: The flexibility of movable furniture, such as tables and chairs in the dining area, enhances the ability to create an accessible dining layout that accommodates varying occupancies and needs.
Note 2: Consider a mix of chairs with and without armrests to accommodate different mobility needs.
Note 3: Dining areas should be separate from high-risk kitchen zones to ensure child safety. This is best achieved in separate kitchen and dining area layouts.
Note 4: Consider providing a separate quiet area or sensory-friendly seating option for children who require a low-stimulation environment.
[bookmark: _Toc223444458]Storage areas
[bookmark: _Toc223444459]Storage closets
Storage closets shall:
have a stationary position clear space as per Clause 12.1.2 for a single person centred with the closet door centreline;
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm within 820 mm of one of the closet sides;
where provided, have shelves installed between 400 mm and 1,100 mm above finished floor; and
have a door with a minimum clear width of 950 mm when the depth of the closet is greater than 400 mm.
[bookmark: _Toc223444460]Storage rooms
Storage rooms shall:
have a clear path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1 to the furthest storage area of the room;
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm within 820 mm of furthest storage area; and
where provided, have shelves installed between 400 mm and 1,100 mm from the floor.
Note: Storage areas are intended for staff use, such as storing personal belongings, mobility aids, and office supplies, and are therefore designed for adult access. It is assumed that children will not require access to these areas.
[bookmark: _Toc223444461]Locker rooms
Locker rooms shall:
have a total bench length (single or multiple benches) of 2,400 mm;
have benches that comply with clause 6.4 of CSA/ASC B651:23, except for item d), where the top surface height from the floor is permitted to be as low as 305 mm where justified by the demographics of the childcare centre (see note below); and
comply with clause 6.8 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
Note: Clause 6.4 of CSA/ASC B651:23 requires that locker room benches be mounted with their top surface 480 mm to 520 mm from the floor. However, benches intended for children may be as low as 300 mm. Depending on the design and demographics of the childcare centre, the height of the benches will need to be mixed between those that comply with CSA/ASC B651:23 and those which are 305 mm above the floor. Where possible, particularly in smaller rooms, height-adjustable benches should be used to accommodate both adults and children. 


[bookmark: _Toc223444462]Reception areas
Reception areas shall:
comply with CSA/ASC B651:23; 
comply with clause 9.4 of CAN-ASC-5.2.1; and
comply with Clause 17 for wayfinding and signage.
Note 1: Consider a mix of chairs with and without armrests to accommodate different mobility needs.
Note 2: Consider soft seating options to ease sensory sensitivities.
Note 3: Consider incorporating assistive technology, including but not limited to, AAC devices (e.g., text-to-speech devices, tactile communication boards), tactile output devices, digital wayfinding kiosks, real-time captioning systems, hearing loops, adaptive switches, and ensuring clear sightlines for lip-reading.
Note 4: Consider providing an adjacent seat for the adult (caregiver) accompanying the child in the stroller or mobility device.


[bookmark: _Toc223444463]Staff areas and facilities
[bookmark: _Toc223444464]Accessible staff workspaces
Accessible staff workspaces shall:
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
have a stationary clear space complying with Clause 12.1.2 for each workstation or equipment;
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm that does not overlap with the stationary clear space; and
have desks or tables that comply with Clause 12.4.9.1.
Note 1: The turning space not overlapping with the stationary space allows one person in a wheeled mobility device to be moving while another person remains stationary in the workspace.
Note 2: When purchasing goods and services, accessibility specifications should be carefully considered. The operational requirements should consider accessibility for both the staff who operate the goods or services and the individuals who will benefit from them. Since accessibility needs vary on a case-by-case basis, specifications cannot be assumed. It is essential to evaluate the specific needs of the individuals who will operate and benefit from the goods or services, identifying requirements that are both accessible and practical for them. Selecting accessible technologies that accommodate multiple accessibility needs is often the most effective approach.


[bookmark: _Toc223444465]Break rooms and rest areas
Break rooms and rest areas shall:
be served by a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
where provided, have seating that complies with clause 6.7.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
have stationary clear space in accordance with Clause 12.1.2 for a known number of staff but not less than two people; and
have a turning diameter clear space of 2,100 mm that does not overlap with at least one of the provided stationary clear spaces.


[bookmark: _Toc223444466]Operating and environmental controls
[bookmark: _Ref210920051][bookmark: _Toc223444467]Operating controls
Operating controls for the childcare centre shall comply with clause 4.3 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
Note 1: To accommodate the varying anthropometric measurements of children, it is best practice to have operating controls intended for child use be automatic sensor-operated controls that activate upon detecting movement. These sensors should be calibrated to detect movement at lower heights, such as through low-mounted (300 mm to 600 mm above the finished floor) or floor-based detection systems, to ensure accessibility for individuals with varying heights or mobility positions. 
Note 2: For lavatories and sinks, when operating controls or faucets are not within reach of children, an alternative solution may be to place the operating controls on the side wall or adjacent to the sink to improve accessibility.
[bookmark: _Ref210918021][bookmark: _Toc223444468]Lighting (illumination) design
Lighting (illumination) shall:
be positioned to minimize glare;
be flicker free according to IEEE 1789-2015;
provide at least a uniform 50 lx at the floor level in all rooms and areas;
provide ambient light levels at least 300 lx in the kitchen and bathroom;
provide ambient light levels at least 200 lx in the dining area;
for areas where children, learn, play, rest, or perform other activities, be adjustable to provide an ambient light level between 0 lx (lights off) and 500 lx; and
for tasks that children perform, be adjustable to provide a task light level between 0 lx (lights off) and 800 lx at the work surface (e.g., desk, table, sensory equipment, etc.).
Note 1: It is recommended to incorporate natural lighting where possible (e.g. by using windows) to create a well-lit environment. Glare control measures, such as blinds or curtains, should be considered to adjust brightness based on user needs and comfort. When natural lighting is not feasible, artificial lighting may use a colour temperature between 4,000K and 5,000K, closely resembling natural light.
Note 2: Where feasible, lighting systems should comply with circadian-friendly design, providing lighting that reflects the natural variations of daylight.
[bookmark: _Ref210917182][bookmark: _Toc223444469]Acoustic design
For noise-sensitive areas, such as a quiet room, classroom, therapy room, music room, sensory room, and multi-purpose room, they shall:
have floors and ceilings separating them constructed with a minimum Sound Transmission Class (STC) rating of 60;
have walls separating them constructed with a minimum STC rating of 50; 
have floors within them constructed with a minimum Impact Insulation Class (IIC) rating of 36 (excluding floor surface) and shall be finished with noise dampening flooring; and
have a reverberation time 60 (RT60) less than <0.8 sec.
Note 1: The National Building Code of Canada and provincial building codes provide STC ratings for various assemblies. Additionally, tools developed by the National Research Council of Canada allow for the calculation of STC ratings for different assemblies.
Note 2: To reduce noise transfer between different activity zones, doors and partitions should include acoustic seals, ensuring a quieter and more inclusive environment.
Note 3: Installing hearing loop, FM, or Bluetooth-compatible systems in reception areas, meeting rooms, and learning spaces are encouraged to enhance accessibility.
Note 4: Reverberation time 60 (RT60) is measured following ISO 3382-1:2009 and ISO 3382-2:2008, or ASTM E2235: 04(2020).
Note 5: It is recommended that an acoustic specialist be consulted to maximize sound isolation of the room from external noise sources and minimize sound reverberations within the room.
Note 6: Standards such as ANSI/ASA S12.60/Part 1-2010 (R2020) show that for children with hearing loss, reducing the RT60 from 0.6 to 0.3s can dramatically improve speech recognition.


[bookmark: _Toc223444470]Outdoor play areas and landscaping
[bookmark: _Toc223444471]Outdoor play equipment
Accessible outdoor playgrounds and equipment shall comply with the specifications outlined in Annex H of CSA Z614.
Note 1: Outdoor play spaces should include a variety of inclusive play equipment designed to provide accessible and engaging activities for children of all abilities. This includes, but is not limited to, ground-level play components, sensory play panels, transfer platforms, and features that support mobility, sensory, and cognitive needs.
Note 2: The outdoor play space should provide weather protection (e.g., wind protection and shaded spaces), have a rich range of materials and settings including contact with the living natural world, and be safe and secure.
[bookmark: _Toc223444472]Safety surfacing
Safety surfacing under and around play structures shall:
meet impact attenuation requirements outlined in clause 10 of CSA Z614; and
be stable, firm, and slip resistant for wheelchair accessibility.
[bookmark: _Toc223444473]Access routes to play areas
Access routes to play areas shall:
comply with clause 8.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
feature firm, stable, and slip-resistant surfaces; and
be free of obstructions.
[bookmark: _Toc223444474]Landscaping and outdoor areas
[bookmark: _Toc223444475]Seating areas
Outdoor seating areas shall:
comply with clause 8.6.3.1 of CSA/ASC B651:23; and
include seating for children with the height of the top surface between 305 mm and 350 mm above grade. 
[bookmark: _Toc223444476]Shaded areas
Along exterior paths of travel within the childcare centre amenities, there shall be at least one shaded clear area that is no less than 1,800 mm by 1,390 mm with a firm, stable, and slip resistant ground surface.
[bookmark: _Toc223444477]Quiet outdoor spaces
Where provided, quiet outdoor spaces shall:
be accessible via a path of travel that complies with clause 8.2 of CSA/ASC B651:23;
contain at least one natural element, including but not limited to:
vegetation such as trees, shrubs, or grass;
ground elements such as rocks or logs; and
include shading and seating.


[bookmark: _Ref210916770][bookmark: _Toc223444478]Wayfinding and signage
Wayfinding and signage elements shall comply with CAN-ASC-2.4 or clauses 4.4.5 and 4.6 of CSA/ASC B651:23.
Note: Consider incorporating multi-sensory wayfinding supports (e.g., auditory cues, textured surfaces, or scent markers) to enhance navigation for children with visual or cognitive disabilities.


[bookmark: _Toc223444479]Maintenance and cleaning facilities
[bookmark: _Toc223444480]Cleaning facilities
Cleaning facilities and their storage areas shall:
be served with a path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
be served with a 2,100 mm turning diameter clear space;
contain shelving that is installed not lower than 400 mm and not higher than 1,100 mm above the finished floor; and
have a lockable door.
Note: Storage areas containing medical or chemical substances that may pose a risk to children should be secured and inaccessible to children at all times. Access to these areas should be restricted to authorized personnel who are trained in the identification, handling, and storage of such substances.
[bookmark: _Toc223444481]Laundry areas
Laundry areas, where provided shall:
be served by an accessible path of travel that complies with Clause 12.1.1;
be served with a 2,100 mm turning diameter clear space; and
contain both a washing machine and dryer that:
are installed side by side and not stacked; 
have doors that open away from each other;
have operating controls that comply with Clause 15.1; and
have a stationary space that complies with Clause 12.1.2 in front of each unit.
[bookmark: _Toc223444482]Regular upkeep
Childcare centres shall have a maintenance plan in place to ensure that all accessibility features and safety are kept fully operational. Maintenance plans include but are not limited to:
quarterly feature testing;
quarterly emergency egress drills;
instant reporting system for damage or malfunctioning equipment;
an established service network for fast repair of critical equipment; and
annual accessibility audit.
Note: Responsibility for accessibility upkeep should be assigned to a designated accessibility coordinator. 
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Note: Research findings from Accessibility Standards Canada’s Advancing Accessibility Standards Research Grants and Contributions Program informed the background research and development of this Standard. Related research reports are listed in the Bibliography below.
This Standard refers to the following publications and their specific editions.
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