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Accessibility in childcare centres is essential to ensure that every child, regardless of ability, can learn, grow and thrive in an inclusive environment.
CAN-ASC-2.9 – Accessible Childcare Centres aligns with the Built Environment priority area of the Accessible Canada Act which aims to create a barrier-free Canada by 2040.
This draft standard outlines requirements for accessible design in childcare centres to create welcoming and inclusive environments for children, families and staff. These requirements help remove barriers to:
· early learning opportunities for children with disabilities,
· childcare access for parents and guardians with disabilities,
· equitable employment and care delivery for staff.
Canada’s disability community identified the Built Environment as a top priority in the Government of Canada’s 2017 report “Creating new federal accessibility legislation: what we learned from Canadians.” Investing in accessibility in childcare centres aligns with broader societal goals of inclusion and equity. It reflects a commitment to the rights of all individuals and demonstrates a forward-looking approach to community development. Creating accessible childcare centres contributes to a more inclusive society where every child can reach their full potential.
This is the first version of CAN-ASC-2.9 Accessible Childcare Centres. It was developed by the Technical Committee on the Existing Built Environment. The committee operates under the supervision of Accessibility Standards Canada. 


The Accessible Childcare Centres draft standard includes requirements for: 
· inclusive play areas,
· sensory accessibility,
· safety,
· communication and wayfinding, and
· movement in and throughout the building, including:
· ramps,
· wide doorways,
· appropriately scaled furniture,
· step-free entrances, and
· accessible pathways.
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